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My 1st year in KCKA

By TimStoeckiein

My firstexperience with creeking waswhenlwas probably sevenor eightyearsold, and itwaslike nothing most of
youhave ever experienced. Now some of youare wondering why akidthatage was creeking, and othersare stacking
togethertheir list of paddledestinationsreadytorebutthelast part of that statement. Well,letme giveyousome
insightintowhat creekingwasfora kidlivingonthe farm in Western Kansas. Thewatercraftwas anoldrectangular,
fiberglassLoomixtank. Mydadtook that4x8 ft tank, fashioned some seatsonto it, bought somepaddles atthelocal
sportinggoodsstore, andwe hadwatercraft like nothingmanyhave ever seen. We spentmanyhourson local creeks
floating, settingtrot lines,andgenerallytryingto keepfromcapsizing tobecometurtle bait. Itwasa farcryfrom
anythingdeemed “sea worthy”,butitwas myfirst brushwith paddle sports. | can certainlytellyou some hair-raising
stories!

I pickedupawhitewater kayakwhile Iwasin Michigan thoughlwasntreally sure howtoputittouse. Ispent
plentyof timetryingtolearn theintricaciesthatcome with such aboat like tryingtostay upright!! I couldn 1 figureout
whyitkept spinningincircles,and | certainlyhad no ideahowtoroll backupif | flippedover.

When Ifound mywaybackto the land of “Oz”, I startedlookingfor local resourcesforincreasingmyknowl-
edgein paddling. Istumbled acrossthe KansasPaddler site onthe internet,andwas| ever stokedtosee thatthere
wereothersin the flatlandsthat
were paddling! When | foundout
thissame group puton clinicsat
the poolshere oncampusl
couldntwait togetsignedup. |
thought surelythere wouldbe
four or five people that might be
willingto help an aspiring
paddler. Whatlfoundwas one of
the BESTgroups of peoplea
“newbie” could askfor!

Icame home afterthat
firstpool sessionand couldn t
stoptelling mywife about allthe
wonderful people | hadmet,and
thattheyactuallyhadaclub
calledthe KansasCanoeand
KayakAssociation! Wefilled out
the membershipformthat
afternoonand maileditaway. That$1§ isprobably the best [ AboveL-R): Tim Soecklein (student) &
money I’'ve ever spentonamembership!! Inthelast year,our Roger Norton (Instructor) at the January
firstas apartofthe KCKA, ithas givenusagreat number of 2005 Intermediate Kayak Chapter
opportunitiestomeet and paddlewith so many people from Wbrkshop - photo by TJ Hittle]
various backgrounds. From the moment I steppedfoot inthe
Natatoriumforthat firstclinicl havent stoppedlearningfrom
everyone I've comeincontactwithin the lastyear.

Fromthe numerouslocaltripsto variouswatersandthe sessionsatRocky Ford tothenovice trip to Colorado
thispastsummer,itisa farcryfromthe littleboy paddling the Loomixtankon the Walnut Creekin Western Kansas.
Our experience being partofthe KCKA forthe pastyear hasbeenunbelievable!! Thegroupiscomposed ofagreat
number of outstanding ambassadorsforthe paddle sports. llook forwardto beinga member of thegroup for many
yearsbringingeager new paddlersintothe sportinthesame waythe KCKAhasembraced mywife and myself. See
youinthe pool,onthelake, andontheriver! Thanksfor making the groupwhatit istoday!




Trip Reports

Grand Canyon—acombined tripwith KCKA and MWA members

By ChuckMcHenry

The grandcanyonis.. rare, forthereisno other GrandCanyon-andlreallydon carethatacanyon onMars
dwarfsit,orthatcopper canyonin Mexicoisdeeper,or there are canyonsin Tibetwhichare bounded by higher
peaks. The Grand Canyonis, for wantof abetter word.. Grandest.But the jewelisdeep within.Ifyousit onthe
same exactspot, atriver sedge,deep inthecanyon,and watchasthe day goesby, youwill seeaninfinite
progression of canyons, each dictated by time of day, clouds, theinterplayof lightandshadow,and themove-
mentsofits creatures. Atany given momentyouare witnessing the rarest of the rare-scenesthatwill never be
replayedagain-ever! The collaredlizard moves-just so, leaves histracks-justso. Thewindrustlesleavesina
patternyouwillnever see again. The cloudmakes shadows thatinterplay on rockandwater;the sun’srays
bouncinghere andthere-just so. Little wasps dig franticallyin the sand, butterfliesflit aboutamoistarea ina
canyonfloor, hummingbirdsgozoomingby, crowslandandseek theirtreasures.. alljust so.If youfindaledge
oraspotbytheriver andclose youreyes for 20 minutes, when you openthemyou areinaworld verymuch

changed, so much
wouldtake alifetime
I have read that
reached the new
seethemway outin
notlooking forthem,
shaman, familiarwith
noticed that there
and he startedlook-
disturbance,and thus
pointedout, everyone
wasdiscovered!

So what do we
worries me how
programmed brainis
sanity. lwould like to
weeks alone in the
seekingrevelations.
men gooutintothewil-
and wisdom? (Ifound
nately,even lesswis-
occur.After manydays,

Back RowL-R: (Sanding) Tom Covert, RJ Stephenson;
Middle Row L-R: Brenda Covert, Dave Murphy, Bob
Harris, Nancy Seamons, TJ Hittle, Dave Smallwood;
Front Row L-R: Chris Goodwin, Jackie Rawings, Bob
Coltharp, John Fogter, Diane Duncil, Chuck McHenry;
NOTE: Chuck & Diane- just announced their wedding to
beheld February 14th in Las Viegas

changein20 minutesthatit
tocategorize it.
whenColumbus’s ships
world, the Indians didnot
thebay, because theywere
norexpectingthem.ACarib
wavepatternson the shore
wasa wavedisturbance
ingforthe cause ofthe
sawthe ships.Once
sawthem,and Columbus

SEEwhileinthe canyon?It

much,andwhat, myun-
ignoringfor the sake of
takeitallin.l have spent
desertseekinggold, butalso
After all,don’tmanywise
dernessseekinganswers
onlyalittle gold,andunfortu-
dom).But changesdid
the internal dialogue-that

‘thinking”we doinourbrain withlanguage,asif we are really speaking tosomeone, ceasesand I started
thinkingwithout language. Didntheeditanymore,too much uselessdata! I started noticingthingsthat wouldbe
important to my presentsituation, the tiny dot, dot,dottracks ofscorpions, the circular pitsrattiesnakes made
whentheybedded downforthe night by the water hole where lalso got mywater, the funny little burrows
tarantulas make, the scat of mice, etc.. Isuddenly startedfinding the markstheMexican miners, thePeraltas,
made on therocks, tiny white crosses, zigzags, the clues totheir mine’slocation. | started seeing whichforma-
tionswere man-made, andwhichwere natural. Tracks becameeminentlyvisible,aswellasthe storiestheytold-
rabbits, cats.. bigcats!Bewary!.. birdsand javelinas.Ilthadbeenthere;allaround me fromthe verystart, butit
tookafew daystoprogrammy awarenesstoseeit. Once programmed,lwas able tonotice all these things
simplywhilewalking, without any effort. By the sametoken,when youfinally habituate yourself to an environment
youalsolearn toinstantlyseewhatisout of place andshouldn tbe there, or tofreeze the whole scene,reducing

(Cort.onpage4)




theincoming data so asto watch for subtle movement. For instance, how many bighornsheepdowe passhby
without seeing, theyare there, out intheopen, easily visible,but our brainsjust don tregister? Someone points
them out, andtheretheyare, foralltosee! Andfromthen on,weare better at seeingbighornsheep. Thusyou
seea crow’snest, highon thecliff,or the tiny dot of a condor flying high, or the eye movement of a predator
buriedinthe sand, or the man-made pile of rockson the canyonwall, or little blurbs of deer moving far away.

Ihave had the goodfortuneto meetand camp with old prospectorsin the superstitions, whotaughtme much
aboutthedesert.. tobreakaleaf stem offthe sacreddatura andtouch the drop of sapthataccumulates to your
tonguefor strength andthirst relief That arattlesnake rarely envenomsduring adefensive strike (myonly
consolationwhen| gotbit2 days from evenadirt roadand crawledinto the shade aloneand scared, to possibly
meet my maker.) They have told me wonderful stories.

Sotoolhave hadthe goodfortune tocampinthe grand canyon desert with Gordo,whoknowsthe skylike
the backof hishandand taught memanyconstellations and sky revelations. | have heardthe masterimpresario,
TJplayguitar. Ihave heardNancy Seamonstalkabout Utah andall heradventures there.DanFrischis upevery
morning,longbefore the restof us, scramblingup cliffs andtraining his special eyeonpictureswe will treasure.
Phil Harris who has hiked the canyon many timesandknowsallthe trails. EricRauschwho sknowledge of the
desertandgeology makesitunnecessary tobringalongany identification books. | have sharedatentwithDi.|
have marveled howto be good naturedatall times by the example Wahoo and Chrisand Suzie Goodwinmake.
Disparents,Jan andLeroyBruns,dare Isaythe oldest inour gang,are topnotchhikers,andleave some of us
inthe dust. Leroyclimbsa cliff face to save astrayed andstranded
hikerlike itsawalkinthe park.We canonly hopeto followtheir
example.

I have met nothingbut
privilegedto participateon
Tracey,particularly Eric
Thomas,Dave Murphy, TJ,
Falls,Vulcan’ throne,the
Cave, thunder river,and
in. Theysay thatwhenyou
youeithercome out mortal
been a huge trade-off of

friendsinthe canyon.l have been

epic hikes with Di,John Foster, Ericand
andTracey,Nancy Seamons,Jim
andmy son,Loren.lhave seenHavasu
esplanade, the mysteriousTapeat’s
Canyonsthat we just madeour owntrail
spend 20 daysinthe canyon with people
enemies, or lifelong friends. There has
personnelinthat time ofmylife. One of

my greatest disappoint- ments stemmingfrom mydivorce,
was that people | had [ Above) KCKA group silhouettein knownforyears and | thought
friends.. were not. They Redwall Cavern - photo by TJ Hittle] wentwith the houseand lake, and
weregone. They havebeen replaced by the morethan 30 canyon
friendslhave madesince, andl amthat muchbetter for it.

Thenightsky in the canyonisas closetounadulteratedas yougetinthisworldnowadays. Thereis little light
pollutionfromman. Tothe Northisthe deserted Northern. Arizona Escondidoandto the south, bare desert.
Lyingonmy back, lostinthe swirlandsweep of the sky, itis easyfor meto imaginethatlhave beenthere
before. Infinite lifetimes inaninfinite universe. All of usmoving, orbiting, and revolving,at fantastic speeds!
Whichway dolwalkto addto all this forward momentum, whichway to slow down?We are onthe outer arm of
ourowngalactic merry-goroundandatany momentllike to thinkthe “whip”isreadytocrackand send us off
careeningintonew adventures.AndIwill laughinglyjustholdon tothisbigglobe stuckto myback andenjoythe
ride!

The Collaredlizard, sixinches long, id’eddownto genusandspecies by Eric doeshispush-ups onthe hot
desertfloor.We laugh, for most of usmalesthinkhe’s showingushowtough heis,andthat it shisterritory.
Perhapshe’strying toimpressafemale. Otherssayheis regulatinghisheat. In truthheisgauging distance by
the parallax. Thankgodthereare millions of these bug-eating guysinthe canyon. We cantouchthem, follow
them nose tothe ground, and feedthem acrippled fly. If there were only 2 or 3theydbe protected behindbars
andwe would notbe allowedtovisitwiththem.. Thereisno“Collared LizardCoalitionto protect them from us!
Nevertheless, thisfellow, eyeingme,head cocked, israre, Iwill never seehimagain andlrecognize himforthe




beautiful packet of lifeenergythat he is. Hehasdivinity. Infact, thereis divinityin everythingaround me, even
rocksand trees,eventhe old serape that hasbeen with me for 40 years. Itis the pantheisticreligionl wasborn
with, itisthe giftgiven tomeatbirth, the child’swide eyed,imaginative mysticism,and itmakesno sense forme
togive itup.AmIlgoingtoallowa fewoldstodgy, dried up, theologists,impose their belief onme and take this
giftawayfrom me?AmIlgoingtolistentothose whowouldridicule the veryidea?Nope, no way, especiallyin
thiscanyon!

JohnFoster, Di, Dave Murphyand lare doingthe epic hike. We have gone up tothunder riverto seethe
hydrant,the verdant luxuryofwater coming rightout the side of a cliff in the highdesert,to instantlymake a
seriesof beautiful waterfalls, and a river.We head back down trail butwhen we getto the Tapeat’s Cr-thunder
river junction, we turn leftand go up Tapeat’sCanyon. The trail isextremely rough with many crossings ofthe
creek,andscary ledgeswithloose rock. We cometoa water slide, thatempties intoadeeppool. We normally
takewater forgrantedinour lives; butinthe desert, wateris sacred,andthis pool isourtemple!Off come boots
and shirts andweworshipfor ahalfhour, soaking inthe coolrefreshing water,sliding downthe smoothworn
creekbottomand thenfreefallingintothe pool. ltinvigoratesus, givesusstrength,and weare spurredto hike on
andup.

When we finallymake the springatthe source of Tapeat’swe are disappointedtonotfind the “lake”in
Tapeat’scave. Alone, lhike onup until Ireachthe bare red rockwall of the upperN. Rim.Istandin ahuge bowl
gougedout by the waterspout that must surely spillover the edgehundreds of feet abovemewhenit rains. The
hydrologicalviolence thathasoccurredhere stillispresent,like aleft-behindaura, andlcannotshake acertain
nervousnessand fear atstandingin the bottomofthe bowl. Littlesounds | make echointhe bowl, otherwise
thereis notasingle sign of life.Itis eerie and uncomfortable, almost depressing,chargedwith the negative, and
Ihike to the bowl srimand lookdeepdowninto the canyonwe have justcome up. Di andlwilldo aside hike,
JohnF willgoonahead, Dave willleave a light for uson thetrail, Ithink agallantgesture as hehasnoway tobe
certainwe will seeit,and bringitback; and sure enoughwe comeinmuchafter dark.. .. .. .. .. .muchto
everyone’sdispleasure!

Solpass canyonsontheriver thatwe just don’thavetimeto stopandexplore, Nautilus Canyon, Crystal
Canyon, Upper Havasau, etc.,etc.and eachonebeckonsto me,like thesiren. lammissingsomething that|
shouldsee! Whycantwestop?!? lletmy boatturnandface the canyonas| drift by, watchingit slowly disap-
pear, shackledin myboatbytime constraints, | driftdownriver. By god, nexttime I'm goinginthat canyon,evenif
Ihave toabandonthe group andpaddle like hell tocatchup.. .And evennow Ihear theirsongs. lhear thewind
whistlingin canyons Idid notexplore, Ihear rivernoisesechoingbackfromunseen recessesldidnot see,and
evennow I scheme andthink about how | cangetbackthere andexplore.

fi — The Pathfinder

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

Simmer Hours,

Want to seeyour picturesor articlein a Monday-Friday: 10:00 am-7:00 pm
upcoming nendetter? Want to provided
moreinformation about your favorite
location or ideathat our club should be
awareof? Send methat information and I’ ll
tryto includeit in one of our newdettersso (.
that all our KCKA members have access toit. "id

304 Poyntz Avenue / Manhattan, KS66502

Seven Deyoe-Newsletter Editor
(onehomer @yahoo.com)
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Dol oresRiver, 2005
ByCliffLong

After announcing that the Dolores River would not only have a release season, but a long one, Bob
Krenz and | went to test the waters. We found that the long season wasn as long as announced. We
decidedthat there was still enough water below Gateway, Colorado butwere slightly intimidated by
the length and reputation of State Line Rapid (class IV) and the fact that there were only two of us.

After some discussion we decided that since we were already there and had a permit we should
scout State Line Rapid since we could drive there before committing to the run. The rapid isnearly a
mile long andin many places it can be approached within about a quarter mile by vehicle soit tooka
good deal of time to scout. We decided that there was only one must make move at the top of the
rapid at the water level we had. Onthe way back to the vehicle we saw a blackbear cub running
along near us. Seeing the cub in flight made us keep a sharp eye out for mama bear. We were in
luck, no mama bear.

The next day as we prepared to launch another group pulled in and started setting up. At least we
would have a rescue team

following us down the river,
eventhoughitmightbe along
wait since they planned
to take three days in- stead of
our two. We bid Eddy Beard,
our shuttle driver goodbye
as we started down- stream
and she started to shuttle
theothergroup to their take out.
Thewarmup rapid on the way
to State Line Rapid is an
irrigation weir (class ). It has
acurve to the weir that doesnt
allow one to view the left side
to scout it either from the shore
or from a raft ap- proaching
the only apparent slot torunit.
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The drop is only about three feet but the slot is barely wide enough for a raft to run with the oars
shipped so it takes a bit of faith.
At State Line we pulled out on the right to scout the rapid again. As we scouted and found our marks
to runthe rapidit startedto rain.
Bob started his run with me about 50 feet behind. Just as Bob was passing the top mark Utah sent
us a blast of wind (about 40 mph). The rain picked up and was coming across us horizontally. Bob
was blown off course and bumped over the rocks to a point where he could eddy out. | wasn so
lucky and was blown onto a gravel bar andinto some willows. Instead of fighting the wind and the
current | decided to stay put and wait for better conditions. Bob hiked back up to check on me with
throwbag in hand (about half long enough to reach me). | indicated that | was all right sowe waited.
When the wind dropped about 50 percent | pushed off and bumped across the rocks to join Bob.
We stood under the tamarisk and waited for the rain to taper off.
Asthe rainstoppedwe headed ondownthe right channel. After completing the rapid we walked up the left
(descending) bankto see whythe guide saysnottorun itanddecidedthat maybe agoodkayaker couldrunit
but not araft,too manyrocks.

Ondownstreamwe rather casuallyran Beaver CreekRapid (class|Il) watchingthatwe didnt wraponthe
rocks. We relaxed and startedlookingfor a campsite. About two blocksbelow the rapid | spotted monsterrocks
(aboutgaragesize) inthechannel. Aslapproachedthe rockstwothings became apparent, therewas novisible
paththrough andsomebodyhadkindly leftaraftwrapped aroundthe firstrocktoshowus how difficult the
passagewas.

Sincetherewasno handygravelbarand I didn Twantto contribute anotherraftasawarninglrowed ashard
aslcould intothewillowsand jumped offto keep theraft there. Bob followed suitandwe crashedthroughthe
treestoscout forapath. We came tothe unanimous decisionthatthere wasno clean path through. Wewent
backtothe raftsandpulledthem backupstream ahundred feetorsowhile wadingincrotchdeep water. When
we gotthe secondraftupwe rowedoutandwent forour marks.With alittle bit of pinball actionwe both made it
safelythrough.

After spending a night on the river we cruised on down to meet Eddy at Dewey, Utah on the Colo-
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235N. &. Francis- Wichita, Kansas




Wakarusa Updates - By Kevin Burke (Kanas Whitewater Association)
Thisspring,asmall group of usare workingon perhapsone of the mostambitious club projectsofar. The project
hasbeen dubbedthe “WakaProject” and currentlyinvolvesturning our belovedWakawaveintonotonly amore

accessiblelocationbutalsoa
likelybecompleted sooner, is
who have been down the
like after agoodrain. Withthe
switchbacktrail that will pro-
erosion. Thesecond partofthe
Currentlywe are stilllooking
changingtheslope ofthe wave
wave needs somewhere be-
withchangesto the wave it
and up. Although, this part
organizationssuch as the

successful in modifyingthe

betterwave. First, andthe partthatwillmost
improvingthe accesstothe wave. Forthose
deathslide put-in onthe wakaknow whatits
helpofDave Irwin,we are hoping tomake a
vide better, saferaccessand reducethe
projectinvolvesactual ly modifying the wave.
atdifferent possibilities, but it willinvolve
tomake it moreusableatdifferent c.fs. The
tween 700-1050 roughlyto be usablebut
couldtheoretically be rananywhere from 250
mightnotever be accomplished, other
Arkansas CanoeClub have been

neersthereandour prelimi-
positive. Our full presenta-
Irwinand myself,occurred
havethe go-aheadforthe
traildevelopments bythat

Above) Wakarusa “ wave’ below
Clinton Lake near Lawrence, KS.
Thisisone of the best areas for
whitewater playboating in Kansas.

Dierkswaves with theCorps of Engi-
narytalkswith ClintonLake seem
tionto theCorps, conducted byDave
inmid-November and hopefully we will

time.

Sunflower Outdoor & Bike

Sore Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday: 10:00 am-6:00 pm
Thursday: 10:00 am-8:00 pm
Sunday: 12:00noon-5:00pm

804 Massachusetts . Lawrence, KS 67206
(785) 843-5000

http://Mmww.sunfloweroutdoorandbike.com

CIEEF
Kansas River
Canoe Co.

and
Lawrence/MKansas Cily
KOA Kampground

1473 Hwy 40
Lawranca, S H58049
(FB58) B4 2-38T7T
(800 HAZ2-ATOR row. only

Canoe and kayak

float trips on the

Delawarc/Kansas
River

(L) Tulsaarea utility company, PublicServiceof Oklahoma,provided
thefundingto complete the TulsaWave project,includingimprovement
of the river bankandto repair the diversion dam. Sherwood Construc-
tioncompany,located in Wichitawasthe primary contractorthat
completedtheconstruction oftheproject. Heavyconstructionis
scheduledto be completedbythe end ofDecember2005. Finishing
toucheswill be completedbyP SO staff alongwith local boatersfrom
Arkansas Canoe Club, Dustbowl Chapter. Check out TulsaWave.com
for more information. - Dave Reid
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Kansas City Paddler Actions N

Canoes* Kayaks* Paddling Gear & Clothes

Our rew faility has twice as much room in the showroom and an on sitewarghouse: This ( :ap t I O l l S

dlowsusto haeove 150 boatsin stokk and amoreextensivelineof gea. We aedieto
offer on thewater damos & the dty lekethet isjust 3 miles awey.

New Location - 21911 Branic Drive, Pecu-
liar, MO - 816-779-1195
www.kcpaddler.com / email:

shop@kcpaddler.com

KCA members receive 10% discounts on
boats and gear that is in stock!

(Above) KCKA Ingructor TJ Hittle and Megan
Hadorn work on kayaking moves at a training class
in Manhattan. TJ isone of the most experienced
kayak ingructorsin Kansas and is one of the
strongest advocates for safe boating practices.

(Above, L-R): TI Hittle, TimStoecklan, &
Richard Seaton, work on some play movesat
Rocky Ford near Manhattan, KS.

(Above) KCKA ingructor Larry Storer sitting on the pool
edge askayak classmember, Patrick Lewis, takesa break
from practicing during a class presented by KCKA
ingructorsin 2005.

(AboveRight & Right, L-R): Richard Seaton & Patrick Lewis- “ enjoying” the 8" depth
mud on the new KDWP Boat Ramp on the KansasRiver, near Perry, KS


http://www.kcpaddler.com
mailto:shop@kcpaddler.com

Coming Events

JANUARY

Wednesday,January 11,2006. [PRIVATE/P SA][Meeting] Wichita Area PaddlersMonthly Meeting. Oneina series of
educationalmeetings coveringboatingnews, safety, nature ,water quality andgeneralinformationfor guestswho
mightbeinterestedinthe paddling sport. Meetingbeginsat6:30 PM,isfree and opentothe public. Bringafriend.
Location: WATER Center.Map. 101 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS. Contact: ChrisCollins316-942-4339
(WaterCenterlocationonmapbelow)

Saturday, January 21, 2006. Kayak Chapter & PermitParty-700 Gillespie Drive; Manhattan,KS -6:00pm-10:00pm.
Overnightguestsbyreservation.ForDetails,contact: TJHittle,Kayak Chapter Director, 785-539-7772

Sunday, January 22, 2006.
Session - KSU Natatorium,
-UFM. Register for Pool Ses-
Center,785-539-8763 inearly
Contact: TJHittle, Kayak Chap-

Directions to TJ & Jackie’s house: Take Exit 303 off
|-70 and turn north on K-18 towards Manhattan.
Continue on K-18 for ~8 miles towards Manhattan.
You will pass Stagg Hill Golf Course (just before you
head up a large hill towards Manhattan). About 1
mile past the Stagg Hill Golf Course, you will come to
the top of a hill. Turn right (south) onto Davis drive.
Continue for 1/2 block and turn left (east) on Geneva
Drive. Take Geneva Drive to Gillespie Drive. Turn left
and immediately see the large stone archway on the
right.

FEBRUARY

KayakChapter Intermediate Pool
8:30am-12:30pm,$15/personfee
sionsthrough UFM Learning
January2006. More infoto come.
ter Director, 785-539-7772

Sunday, February 5,2006. Kayak Chapter Inter mediate Pool Session-KSU Natatorium, 8:30am-12:30pm, $15/person
fee-UFM. Registerfor Pool SessionsthroughUFM Learning Center, 785-539-8763 inearly January 2006. Moreinfo

to come. Contact: TJHittle, Kayak Chapter Director, 785-539-7772

Wednesday,February 8, 2006.[PRI-
PaddlersMonthly Meeting. Oneina
boating news, safety, nature, water
whomight beinterestedin the pad-
freeand opentothepublic. Bringa
101 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS. Con-

Saturday, February 11, 2006. KCKA
Meeting for all KCKA members.
catered(ornearby restaurant)dinner
meetingwithentertainment at 6:30
memberswelcome to attendthe
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VATE/PSA][Meeting] Wichita Area

series ofeducational meetingscovering
qualityandgeneral information for guests
dlingsport. Meetingbeginsat6:30 PM, is
friend. Location: WATER Center. Map.
tact: ChrisCollins 316-942-4339

Board Meetingand KCKAGeneral
BoardMeeting at 3:30followed by a
forallmembers. Generalmembership
PM.RSVPrequired fordinner. All
boardmeeting. Location: WATER Center.

Map.101 E.Pawnee, Wichita,KS. (inWichita). Contact: Jim Johnson316-267-7890.

Sunday, February 19, 2006. Kayak Chapter IntermediatePool Session-KSUNatatorium, 8:30am-12:30pm, $15/
personfee- UFM. Register for Pool Sessionsthrough UFM Learning Center, 785-539-8763inearly January 2006.

More infotocome.Contact: TJHittle, KayakChapter Director,785-539-7772
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Coming Events

MARCH

Wednesday, March 8, 2006. [PRIVATE/PSA][Meeting] Wichita Area Paddlers Monthly Meeting. One in a series of educational meetings
covering hoating news, safety, nature, water quality and general information for guests who might be interested in the paddling sport.
Meeting begins at 6:30 PM, is free and open to the public. Bring a friend. Location: WATER Center. Map. 101 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS.

Contact: Chris Collins 316-942-4339

APRIL

Wednesday, April 12,2006. [PRIVATE/PS A][Meeting] Wichita Area Paddlers Monthly Meeting. Oneina series of
educationalmeetings coveringboatingnews, safety, nature ,water quality andgeneralinformationfor guestswho
mightbeinterestedinthe paddling sport. Meetingbeginsat6:30 PM,isfree and opentothe public. Bringafriend.
Location: WATER Center.Map. 101 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS. Contact: ChrisCollins316-942-4339

MAY

Wednesday, May 10,2006. [PRIVATE/P SA][Meeting] Wichita AreaPaddlers Monthly Meeting. Oneina series of
educationalmeetings coveringboatingnews, safety, nature ,water quality andgeneralinformationfor guestswho
mightbeinterestedinthe paddling sport. Meetingbeginsat6:30 PM,isfree and opentothe public. Bringafriend.
Location: WATER Center.Map. 101 E. Pawnee, Wichita, KS. Contact: ChrisCollins316-942-4339

KCKA Accessories/ Kayak Chapter Videos
T-Shirts- KCKADecds- Bal Caps - Bumper Stickers/Training & Kayak Chapter Safety / Techniques/

Education/ & TripVideos

Contact Chris Collins/ POBox 3404 / Wichita, KS 67201-3404
316-942-4339/ suff2@xchriscol lins.com

Newest KCKA Members

Vernon & Kathy Palmer in Miltonvale, KS

Laura Calwell in Countryside, KS

Tom Grist in Andover, KS

Terry & Shane Pollard in Wichita, KS
Gary Fugit in Andover, KS

Kathy King in Manhattan, KS

Jack & Charlotte Norrisin Augusta, KS
Dana Meinhardt in Topek a, KS

Seve & BrendaDenton in Wichita, KS
Kelly Sallee in Liberal, KS

David & Darragh Young in Wichita, KS
Eric Haynie in Wellington, KS
JanicaWhitein Wellington, KS

John & SandraWendk in Des Moaines, | A
Dan Chabot in Wichita, KS

Philip Wood in Wichita, KS

Kim Sylvester in Manhattan, KS

Ollie Smithwick in Wichita, KS

KCKA Board votes on Insurance

The board members of the KCKA recently voted on theissue of
whether to continue the club insurance policy with the American
Canoe Association and to continue invol vement with the Paddle
America program. After discusson of the goals of the board
members and the overall financial cost to continue, the decision
was madeto not renew the contract for 2006. What thismeansis
that trips posted are a public service announcement only and are
not santioned, endorsed or recommended by KCKA even if the trip
leader or organizer isa KCKA member. Thiswill provide continue
access to private trips for members to enjoy but release the KCKA
fromliability for thesetrips. Public Service Announcement (PSA)
trips will continueto be scheduled and posted online as a service
to help paddlers to coordinate trips and outings. Additional
information will be posted either online or in upcoming issues of
The Kansas Paddler nend etter.
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KCKAMEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY Date:

Name #1:

Name #2:
Address:

Phone: E-mail:
[THIS PHONE NUMBER & EMAIL ADDRESS WILL BE LISTED IN THE NEW SLETTER ROSTER]

My areasof interest ind ude(check al | that apply): Pleasetell ushowyou heard aboutthe

Famil y/Flatwater Canoeing (Classl-Il) Khands;as”C?hna(:e & IKayakA$oc1 ation-
- chedk a apply:

R Kayak Touri ng (CIaSSI'”) o From a friend who boats
Whitewater Canoeing/Kayaking/Rafting (ClasslII+) — KOKA Member:
— KANSAS PADDLER Home Page

Information at a business (name):

CHECK ONETYPEOF MEMBERSHIP:

$15.00 Sngle_/ Family Membership _ o Article in News Media
$65.00 Assodate/BusnessMembership o A KCKA activity booth
(w/a6 columninch KCKA Newdetter ad& KCKA websitead) o Other/Name:

$200.00 LifeMembeship

(does not indude chapter dues)

My additiond contributionto KCKA Consarvation-AccessProgam
OPTIONAL CHAPTER AFFILIATIONS

$5.00 Kayak Chapter

$ TOTAL OFALL FEES
Pleasfill out thisform completely, evenif youare renewing. Send theapplication andyour chedk for
TOTAL OFALL FEESto:

Kansas Canoe & Kayak Association; PO Box44-2490; Lawrence, KS66044

General Waiver & Liability Release

I, THEUNDERS GNED, HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGCE THAT | AMAWARE THAT THERE ARE CERTAINEL EMENT SOF DANGERINHERENT IN
BOATINGACT IVIT IESWHICH ARE BEY OND THE CONT ROL OF KANSASCANOE& KAYAKA%CIATIONVSKCKA) ITSTRIPCOORDI-
NAT ORS CLUB MEMBERS CLUB OFHCERSAND THE BOARD OFDIRECT THAT PARTICIPATION IN THE VENT SAND
OTHERACTIVITIESSUCHASFLOAT TRIPAND CAMP OUTINGS ENTAILSU AVOI DABLERIXK LOSSOFLIFEAND OR
PROPERTY. IN CONSDERATION OF THE KCKA, TRIP COORDINATORS OFFICERS BOARD OF DI RECT OFGAND MEMBERSOFKCKA, |
DOHEREBY FORMYSELFAND FORALL WHOMAY HEREAFT ER CLAIM THROUGH ORFOR ME, WAIVEAND RELEASE ALL FUTURE
CLASES RIGHT SAND CAUSESOFACTIONACCORDED IN MY FAVORASA REQULT OF PERSONAL INJURIES LOSSOFLIFE OR LOSS
OFPROPERT Y WHICH | MAY SUFFERWHILE PARTICIPAT INGIN CLUB EVENT S AGAINST THEPEOPLEAND ORGANIZATION OFTHE
KCKAASDESCRIBEDABOVEAND | FURTHERHEREBY COVENANT AND AGREE, THAT NOSUIT ORACTIONAT LAW SHALL BE
INSTITUTED FORTHE ABOVE REASONSBY ME OROTHERSIN MY BEHALFORIN MY RIGHT. HAVINGREAD AND UNDERSTANDING
THEABOVE, | FREELY SGN THISWAIVERAGREEMENT.

Name(s) Date
Addr ess

City, Sate, Zp
Phone

Whom to Notify in Emer gency
Emer gency Address & Phone

Sgnature(s) X
Sgnature of Parent/Guardian (required if under 21)

Address & Phone of Parent/G uar dian

Kansas da Y rganized Api orpo 9 S,
ka/ekers and rafters working together to promote fiver running, educati on, oonservalon aoess and rdated amvma Va10us Chq)tes of KCKA may be esteblished within KCKA to help support
the spedfic interests of Chapter members.

KCKABylaws, Outdoor Code, KCKA History, Paddling Tips, Trip Waiver Forms, alist ofbusinessesthat extend KCKA

Members a discount, and much morecan befound on-linein the KANSAS PADDLER Home Pageon the Membership Page
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L ookinginto 2006

Aswelookforwardinto 2006, the KansasCanoe andKayak Associationis
setto keepthe momentumwe generatedin2005. Aswe move into our 31st
year,we are lookingforwardtomany programsthatwill offer membersa
chancetoimprovetheirboatingskills andnewprogramsto advancesafety
educationforallinterested.

In JanuaryandFebruarythe KCKA KayakChapter will offer Intermediate
KayakChapter WorkshopsthroughKSU/ University For Man (UFM). Enroll
(785)539-8763. Thisisan excellent opportunity for kayakersto workon
their skills underthedirection of our mostactiveinstructors. KayakChapter
members should lookforwardtotheir annualmeetingand permit partyin Manhattan, KS onJanurary 21st. Thisisa
chancetosocializewith membersand takepartinthe yearlyeffortto secure permitstoAmerica sgreat Westernrivers.
The morewho apply, the better chance we have of gettingone.

OnFebruary 11isthe KCKA annual meetingi Wichita, KS. Officersfor 2006 will be installedandaspecial
presentationof our 2005 Distinguished Service Awardwillbe given. Tripleader T.J. Hittle willgivea multimedia
presentationon his three Grand Canyontrips, that have included many KCKAand other regional paddling club
members.

lencourage every
memberto participate inour
events. Wehave a lotto
offerthrough ourexperi-
encedmembers andthey
wantto passiton.Asaclub
we have alottoofferour
communities,aswehave
shownin2005. Soplease,
joininthefun. Seeyouon
theriver -Jim Johnson
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